Alachua County: Tobacco 21

What You Need to Know

Raising the minimum age of sale for tobacco to 21 is a good thing for
Alachua County and its residents. Studies have found that increasing
the tobacco age will significantly reduce the number of adolescents
and young adults who start smoking; reduce smoking-caused deaths;
and immediately improve the health of adolescents, young adults and
young mothers who would be deterred from smoking, as well as their
children!

Alachua County is paving the way for the rest of Florida, being the first
county to take this stand against the tobacco industry.

Information for the Community

® Raising the minimum age of sale for tobacco products is
consistent with raising the legal drinking age to 21, which led
to reduced alcohol use and dependence among youth, and
contributed to the decline in drunk driving fatalities.?

® The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the distribution of tobacco products to
young people and reduce tobacco use.

® The products include but are not limited to: cigarettes, e-cigarettes, vaping devices,
cigars, pipes, chewing tobacco, e-liquids.

® Three-quarters of adults favor raising the minimum legal sales age for tobacco
products to 21, including seven in 10 smokers.?



Information for Retailers

* Retailers will need to apply for a license for each of their locations. The license may not
be granted if the store location is within 1,000 feet of any public school.

* Retailers who sell or distribute tobacco products without a license will be subject to a
Class Violation.

® The license is valid for one year starting from October of each year and needs to be
renewed yearly 30 calendar days before the expiration date.

® The license and signage must be displayed in the store and can be downloaded online
after the license is issued.

About Youth Tobacco Use

* Adolescent brains are more vulnerable to nicotine’s effects,
making teens more sensitive to and dependent on nicotine than
adults.>6

* Florida's average high school smoking rate is lower than the
rest of the country. However, Florida’s high school student’s
e-cCigarette usage rate is 24.8%, driving up Florida's overall youth

. tobacco use rates.’

For more information, visit
https://growth-management.alachuacounty.us/CodeEnforcement
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